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RECOMMENDATION NO. 5
International action to safeguard animal health, trade and food security
CONSIDERING THAT
The World Food Summit (November 1996), in recognising the importance of epidemic diseases of livestock
(including foot and mouth disease) to both international trade and world food security, committed the
governments of countries and the civil society to seek to ensure effective prevention and progressive control of
such diseases
Infectious diseases, especially those of an epidemic nature or of public health concern, are assuming increasing
economic importance in the changing farming and trading systems of both industrialised and developing
countries
Emerging or evolving infectious diseases have the potential to quickly move from local to international
significance
In recent years epidemic diseases have caused heavy losses both in industrialised and developing countries and
that there have been dramatic incidents of transboundary and international spread of disease
The events involving the spread of the type O Pan-Asian strain of FMD virus to many countries and most
recently to South Africa, the United Kingdom, Ireland, France and the Netherlands, and of type A virus in South
America, have shown just how vulnerable countries are to epidemic livestock diseases, even countries with
sophisticated quarantine controls
Effective disease control requires efficient disease detection systems, competent diagnostic laboratories and
close co-operation and joint management of official Veterinary Services with private veterinarians, farmers,
industry, consumers and other organisations, especially medical authorities and national emergency services, as
well as regional and international co-operation
When national programmes are jointly developed, managed and financed between the public and the private
sectors, notable successes have been achieved, for example in the Global Rinderpest Eradication Programme and
the Hemispheric Plan for the Eradication of FMD in the Americas
THIS CONFERENCE RECOMMENDS THAT
1.
The control of FMD and other animal diseases of significance to international trade, food security, food
safety and public health be considered as a service for the good of the international public.
2.
National Veterinary Services undertake to increase the awareness and the involvement and education of
political authorities, veterinarians, farmers, other involved organisations, industry and consumers in the
early detection, reporting and control of infectious diseases, as well as in the joint management and
financing of national eradication programmes.
3.
The provision of financial support, technical assistance and other support by countries with highly
developed livestock industries to less developed countries to improve emphasis on their national Veterinary
Services and to better control and eradicate their important animal diseases will provide very substantial
mutual benefits to both parties.
4.
Special attention should be given to international co-ordinated programmes for rinderpest, foot and mouth
disease and classical and African swine fever. This initiative would also provide templates for the
surveillance and tactical control of other important diseases.
OIE/FAO International Scientific Conference on foot and mouth disease
10
Recommendation No. 5 (contd)
5.
As a first step, the OIE and FAO should convene a high level international meeting to improve awareness
and establish agreement that there international concerted actions are needed against foot and mouth
disease and other animal diseases that are of significance for trade, food security, food safety and public
health.
_______________
.../Appendices
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