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RECOMMENDATION NO. 2
Emergency foot and mouth disease control methods:
c) Protection against FMD, including by the use of vaccination in special cases
(e.g. zoos, wildlife parks, rare breeds, rare genetic material, endangered species,
animals in special research programmes)
CONSIDERING THAT
Certain rare and/or valuable animals and genetic resources are susceptible to foot and mouth disease
Member Countries have an obligation to conserve endangered species and in particular those covered by The
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species
In the case of a foot and mouth disease outbreak in a country/zone previously free of FMD, every measure
should be taken to prevent the exposure of such animals to the virus
When the veterinary authorities consider that the risk of FMD infection appears imminent, vaccination is one
measure that might be considered for the protection of such animals
In general, available FMD vaccines protect animals against the development of clinical disease, but do not
protect them against the acquisition of infection
There is little scientific information available on the effects of FMD vaccination in wildlife species
Chapter 2.1.1., Article 2.1.1.6. of the OIE Code requires that, in order to regain the status of an ‘FMD free
country/zone where vaccination is not practised’, either such vaccinated animals would have to be destroyed or a
waiting period of at least 12 months would have to elapse
THIS CONFERENCE RECOMMENDS THAT
1.
Member Countries ensure their national contingency plans against FMD include specific provision for the
protection of such animals and materials.
2.
The OIE consider the applicability of implementing compartmentalisation for the control of FMD and other
transboundary diseases.
3.
Chapter 2.1.1., Article 2.1.1.6. of the Code be modified, where appropriate, to allow for emergency
vaccination of certain rare or valuable animals to be permitted without prejudice to the FMD free without
vaccination status of the country/zone, provided that such vaccinated animals are individually identified
and are maintained in a location that has physical barriers and where zoosanitary procedures are applied
that are adequate to prevent contact with any susceptible animals that may be situated beyond the confines
of the location, and that measures are in place that would prevent the spread of infection by fomites. This
location could be considered as an ‘FMD free zone where vaccination is practised’, where all the attendant
Code restrictions will apply to the vaccinated animals, their progeny, embryos, ova and semen and other
products derived from these animals.
4.
In respect of zoological collections, stakeholders should consider the funding of research into the efficacy
of vaccines in non-domesticated ruminants and other species and the application of diagnostic tests in such
species.
_______________
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Recommendation No. 4 (contd)
RECOMMENDATION NO. 3
Risk of FMD transmission due to trade in commercial products
and the illegal carriage of animal products by international travellers
CONSIDERING THAT
The recent introduction of the Pan-Asian strain of type O FMD virus into new territories and countries, as into
South Africa and Europe, is likely to have been through the feeding of contaminated swill or contact with
contaminated fomites
Certain commodities of animal origin (e.g. sausages, sausage casings and intestines) are traded internationally
and some are carried by travellers without adequate precautions against their potential spread of the FMD virus
Some Member Countries have recently imposed restrictions on some products that are more stringent than those
currently prescribed in Chapter 2.1.1 of the OIE Code
THIS CONFERENCE RECOMMENDS THAT
1.
Member Countries re-evaluate their legislation and enforcement practices to minimise the risk of the
introduction of FMD and other infections through swill feeding.
2.
Member Countries strengthen measures to control the illegal carriage of animal products by international
travellers.
3.
The OIE International Animal Health Code Commission in association with the OIE FMD and other
Epizootic Commission develop standards for the importation of commodities that are not currently listed in
the Code Chapter 2.1.1., Articles 2.1.1.8. and 2.1.1.28., such as sausage casings and other offal.
4.
Member Countries apply the standards of the OIE Code, unless there is scientific justification for more or
less stringent restrictions. If such scientific evidence does exist, it should be brought promptly to the
attention of the Director General of OIE, who will ask the specialist Commission to assess the information
provided.
_______________
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